18 JERSEY EVENING POST THURSDAY 9 OCTOBER 2025

Feature

52 JET Jaunters on one mission: get

THE second JET Jaunt has seen 52 peo-
ple racing across Europe from St Malo to
Prague.

Sponsored by CSC, this year’s Jaunt
was won by the winners of the inaugural
2024 Jaunt, friends Lucy Gomes and Sarah
Parker. With all challenges complete, they
arrived at the old astronomical clock in the
historic town of Prague in one day, 13 hours
and 35 minutes — only 17 minutes ahead of
the runners-up, Jeremy Johnson and Mary
Surcouf. Husband and wife Jeremy and
Mary had set themselves their own chal-
lenge - of not using their phones to navi-
gate or book their transport. They relied
on asking directions from local people and
good old-fashioned map-reading, for which
they won the Judges’ Choice Award.

Teams had to use public transport to take
them from St Malo, and they had a choice
of two routes — north to Antwerp and Leip-
zig or south to Freiburg im Breisgau and
Salzburg.

There was added fun with JET Ambas-
sador Kiley Henley wearing an inflatable
squirrel costume, the mascot of Acorn
(JET’s social enterprise). The squirrel was
seen running to the finish line at the astro-
nomical clock in Prague. Kiley was travel-
ling with her brother Alex Henley-Good,
who was dressed as a tree.

Of their strategy for winning again, Lucy
said: “We can’t give too much away in case
we decide to come back for a third year. As
there was twice the amount of competition
this year, we had to act quickly and just
keep moving. There was a lot of thinking
on the spot and taking a few risks with
timings.

“The JET Jaunt is an experience like no
other, an exciting and thrilling adventure
which really gets the heart racing at times.
We are so grateful to have had the opportu-
nity to race across Europe again visiting
places we would never even think of.

“Most importantly, it’s an amazing op-
portunity to raise money for a great char-
ity and we are overwhelmed by the money
raised so far.”

Fundraising manager Caroline Spencer
said: “The second JET Jaunt has been a
resounding success. More than £23,000 has
been raised and that total will rise in the
coming weeks as we have more to collect
in.
“It’s one shared experience but 26 dif-
ferent journeys, including getting on the
wrong train, getting off at the wrong stop,
and broken bike chains. Jaunters have had
a lot of fun and camaraderie, seeing places
they might not otherwise, and enjoying the
kindness of strangers, all while pushing
themselves out of their comfort zone.

“Funds raised support Islanders who
have a disability or long-term health con-
dition in the workplace. We are incredi-
bly grateful to sponsors CSC, All Island
Media and Ports of Jersey, without whom
this event just wouldn’t happen. We are
already looking to the third JET Jaunt, in
September 2026, details of which will be
announced soon.”

B Above: JET Jaunters prepare to embark
on the 2025 challenge Picture: ROBBIE DARK
Right: winners Sarah Parker (left) and Lucy
Gomes receiving their trophy

Second-time winners
Lucy Gomes and

Sarah Parker

Hi both. Given that this has been
your second JET Jaunt win, what is
your winning strategy?

Lucy: “We can’t give too much away in
case we decide to come back for a third
year. As there was over double the amount
of competition this year, we had to act
quickly and just keep moving. There was a
lot of thinking on the spot and taking a few
risks with timings.”

What was your best bit?

Lucy: “We really enjoyed it last year so
we knew what we were in for. However,
some stand-out bits for us were recreating
our moment from Paris last year with an
espresso shot — Sarah doesn’t like coffee
— before our one opportunity to sleep on
our overnight bus from Luxembourg to
Freiburg, a slice of pizza to keep us going
while taking in the sunrise on our train
from Freiburg to Salzburg, and, lastly, the
checkpoint locations this year were amaz-
ing. We couldn’t believe how beautiful
Austria is.”

What was your biggest challenge?
Sarah: “On our final leg from Austria

N k e
to Prague, we were neck and neck with an-
other team who were taking the same jour-
ney by train while we were on a coach. Our
coach was an hour delayed, which led to an
intense finish. Adrenaline took over and,
for the last hour of the journey, the pair of
us barely said a word to each other, both
anticipating the dash to the final challenge
and then the finish line. After the final
challenge we jumped on the e-scooters to

race through the busy, cobbled and narrow
streets of the old town to the finish line.”

How do you think you will use your
prize of a voucher with Lupine Travel?

Lucy: “We were excited to hear the win-
ning prize was entry tickets to a Lupine
race of our choice. After some careful con-
sideration, we have registered our interest
for the Japan race in 2026.”

How would you describe the overall
weekend?

Sarah: “An experience like no other. An
exciting and thrilling adventure which re-
ally gets the heart racing at times. Most
importantly it’s an amazing opportunity
to raise money for a great charity and we
are% overwhelmed with the money raised
so far.”

What would you say to anyone think-
ing about joining in next year?

Sarah: “Have fun because the stories
and experiences you come home with will
be unforgettable.

“The team of Jaunters this year were
all brilliant, the group chat kept us enter-
tained throughout the journey, and the
atmosphere as people reached the finish
line was fantastic.”
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