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52 JET Jaunters on one mission: get  to the astronomical clock on time!

nLucy Gomes and Sarah Parker arrive first at the astronomical clock in Prague after using 
one boat, six trains, two coaches (one overnight) and two e-bikes, two scooters

n Jeremy Johnson 
and Mary Surcouf 
finished just 17 
minutes behind the 
winners

Husband and wife team Jeremy Johnson 
and Mary Surcouf 

Winners of the Judges’ Choice award for 
choosing to navigate and book without use 
of their phone. 

How was it navigating/booking with-
out your phone? 

Mary: “Booking and navigation was 
tricky at times. Generally people were 
really helpful, in booking tickets for us. 
When you explained what we were doing 
they got excited and want to help as best 
they could. We were lucky that as most of 
the transport we chose wasn’t fully booked 
and we even managed to get moved onto an 
earlier train as the conductor told us there 
were spare seats and because we had asked 
he was happy for us to jump on the earlier 
train with no extra cost.”

 
What was your best bit? 
Mary: “It was nice going to places we 

have never travelled before and complet-
ing the challenges in areas less travelled. 
Best part was speaking with the locals 
who gave us some inside tips and tricks to 
getting around quicker.”

 What was your biggest challenge? 
Jeremy: “Arriving at checkpoints in 

the earlier hours as there were very few 
people to ask for directions. The worst bit 
was right at the end when the taxi driver 
decided he wanted more money than what 
we had agreed before getting to the final 
checkpoints. We got dropped off at the side 
of a motorway and unfortunately this cost 
us about 15 crucial minutes.”

 
How would you describe the overall 

weekend? 
Mary: “It was so much fun but also very 

tiring. The emotions you go through and 
places you see in just a short space of time. 
Also, the group stories and conversations 
at the end of the race talking to everyone 
was great as everyone had a different ex-
perience and story to tell.”

 
What would you say to anyone think-

ing about joining in next year? 
Jeremy: “Give it a go. Challenge your-

self. Set your own goals. It will be a re-
warding experience.”
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