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‘It’s fantastic – it gives you a whole new view of travel’
Former JET trustee 
Lorna Pestana and her 
husband Jamie

On their second Jaunt, Lorna and Jamie 
this year roped in their two children and 
their children’s partners

What was your best bit? 
Lorna: “The route was fantastic, with 

the opportunity to pass through five coun-
tries over one weekend. Our highlight was 
doing it with the family as we now have 
those memories forever.” 

 
What was your worst bit? 
Lorna: “Lack of decent sleep and a show-

er. We didn’t sleep in a bed from Thursday 
night to Sunday night but did manage to 
have a shower after booking a hotel room 
in Freiburg for a few hours. Standing at a 
freezing cold bus stop at 3.30am waiting 
for our bus at 5.50am was not pleasant 
but we passed the time chatting to other 
Jaunters and following the other teams on 
the tracker.”

 How was your family rivalry? 

nJane and Andy Burns cycling in Antwerp – on bikes that didn’t fail them, unlike during 
their Paris experience

nBradley and Robyn, Lorna and Jamie 
Pestana, and Francesca and Dillon 
(crouching) 

Feature

Jamie: “Our son, Dillon, and his fi-
ancée, Francesca, were pretty much on 
the same route as us and they managed 
to beat us to the finish line by 21 minutes. 
Our daughter, Robyn, and her boyfriend, 
Bradley, decided to do a different route, 
spending the night in Paris and making 
some travel errors along the way but some-
how managed to get to the finish line just 
over 20 minutes behind us. 

“The rivalry was friendly but competi-
tive with each team balancing time versus 
budget. Dillon and Francesca also spent 
the least amount, whereas Robyn and 
Bradley spent the most, mainly in bars.” 

 
How would you describe the overall 

weekend? 
Lorna: “It was fantastic, it takes you out 

of your comfort zone and gives you a new 
view of travel and just how easy it is to 
move through Europe quickly. We are now 
all hooked and if timings align next year 
there will be a rematch.”

 
What would you say to anyone think-

ing about joining in next year? 
Lorna: “Just go for it! You’ll have an 

amazing time, will meet some lovely peo-
ple along the way and of course raise mon-
ey for JET. It will take you out of your com-

fort zone in many ways but the positives 
more than outweigh the negatives. It’s an 
experience you’ll never forget.”

Husband and wife 
Andy and Jane Burns 

Team name: Burns Baby Burns (Euro 
Inferno)

What was your best bit?
Andy: “Our best bit was when our bus 

from Leipzig stopped at Dresden station. 
We saw three other teams attempting to 
get on our bus which would have made it 
a proper foot race to the finish line. The 
bus driver didn’t let them on as they had 
the wrong tickets. The feeling when our 
bus left them behind was a proper mixture 
of excitement and happiness mixed with 
guilt and sadness for them. It felt like a 
scene from Race Across the World on TV.”

What was your most memorable bit? 
Andy: “This was 100% our taxi around 

Luxembourg to the checkpoints. Jane 
made the terrible mistake of telling the 
driver we were in a race. He thought he 
was in the Grands Prix taking us down 
pedestrian only cobbled streets at 70mph. 
All four wheels were off the ground when 
we hit the speed bumps. Sketchiest mo-
ment was him deciding to reverse across 
the road at full speed despite oncoming 
traffic.” 

 
What was your biggest challenge?
Jane: “The worst bit was finding out an 

hour and a half into a train journey that 
we were on the wrong train and were head-
ing back to Brussels. The train we were 
on left from the right platform at the right 
time but the railway chaos of delays meant 
the actual train was a delayed one and 

not ours. Even the ticket inspector didn’t 
notice! That meant we messed up our on-
wards travel. And the continued delays on 
all the later trains meant we had to have a 
night in Leipzig rather than going through 
the night to Prague. It cost us a podium 
finish. Gutted beyond belief.

“The other big challenge for us was when 
the chain on Andy’s hire bike snapped in 
the middle of Notre Dame in the height 
of rush-hour. He had to use the bike as a 
scooter to get us to the nearest bike hub 
before we could carry on negotiating the 
very busy Paris streets on two wheels.”

Why did you sign up to the Jaunt?
Andy: “Jane saw the event advertised at 

a bike clinic that JET/Acorn were holding 
at Jardins de la Mer. A leaflet literally 
blew into her hands and so we decided to 
just go for it! 

“It looked a bit different and fun. We had 
no intention of actually racing. We were 
more in it for the experience and to sup-
port JET and their fantastic work.”

 
How would you describe the overall 

weekend?
Jane: “Fun. Tiring. Exciting. Frustrat-

ing. Less stressful than we’d thought but 
we had to be on it the whole time. When 
having drinks with some of the other 
teams in Prague afterwards, we all talked 
about how wired we were the whole time. 
Wired – I think that’s probably the best 
description.”

 
What would you say to anyone think-

ing about joining in next year?
Jane: “Absolutely do it! We want to enter 

again next year as it was such a brilliant 
experience.”

 
 

      

 
 

Concepts E-Racer
Core Bundle: Easily adjustable 

R300 bucket seat, with seat 
slider and holder.

Samsung
Odyssey OLED G8 34” Curved 
Gaming Monitor, ultra-wide 
QHD resolution, rapid 175Hz 
refresh rate. 

OR £22.88 
per month

Gigabyte
GeForce RTX 5070 EAGLE 
OC 12GB Graphics Card, 
Ultra HD Gaming,  
Triple-Fan Cooling.

MOZA 
R5 Racing Simulator 
Wheel Wheelbase  
&  Pedal Bundle, 
PC Compatible.

ONLY 
£499

SteelSeries
Mechanical  

Gaming Keyboard 
Compact TKL, RGB,  

OLED Display.

ONLY £149

 

SteelSeries
Arena 9 5.1-Channel 
Gaming Speaker System,  
RGB Lighting, Wireless  
Rear, USB/Bluetooth.

ONLY £469

ONLY £549
OR £22.88 

per month

 ONLY £549
OR £37.46 
per month

ONLY £549

COMPLETE YOUR SET UP  
BY ADDING MORE GAMING GEAR


